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Wardell Armstrong LLP is a leading multidisciplinary 
consultancy, providing a comprehensive and diverse set 
of professional services to a broad client base .  

With a unique mix of practical skills, knowledge and 
experience we work closely with our clients in the public 
and private sectors. We support and help them to realise 
the full potential and value of their resources and assets, 
gain increased business and financial returns from the 
environments they own and operate, and succeed in 
their ventures in a responsible and sustainable way.

Building on a strong heritage dating back more than 170 
years, our portfolio has expanded and developed over 
the past two decades to reflect major global issues 
including international mining, climate change, 
renewable energy and environmental protection.

Our business areas: 

Energy and Climate Change
Environment and Sustainability
Infrastructure and Utilities
Land and Property
Mining, Quarrying and Mineral Estates
Waste Resource Management

Our services:

Civil & Structural Engineering
Energy
Environment and Environmental Impact Assessment 
Ground and Environmental Engineering 
Health and Safety 
Landscape and Urban Design 
Mineral Estates Management
Mining and Mineral Resources 
Planning and Masterplanning
Social Management CSR 
Waste Resource Management

your earth 
our world

Our key skills and capabilities:

An independent approach
We’re an independent Limited Liability Partnership, 
owned and led by our Directors, with no vested 
interest in any particular technology, supplier or 
contractor. 

Deep experience, wide expertise 
With a long and successful history of close 
involvement in projects over many decades, we’ve 
built an impressive track record and a reputation for 
high quality service, both in the UK and 
internationally. 

Flexible 
We tailor what we do to each client’s individual 
needs and preferences. Whatever your involvement 
and speciality, we can help – either on a specific 
aspect of your project; or at every stage of the 
process from conception to completion.

UK network
Our 350 professional, technical and administrative 
staff, based at our Stoke-on-Trent head office and 
across our network of nine regional offices 
throughout the UK, combine an understanding of 
local and regional contexts with national and 
international expertise. 

International reach
We have long experience of working in a wide 
variety of cultures and socio-economic environments. 
Our specialists work across the globe, on a variety of 
technically demanding projects, often in very 
challenging geographical locations.

We’re ready to put our unique mix of professional skills 
and experience to work for you - 
and to become part of your team.
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Markets and clients

Mineral 
Estates 
Management

Overview

Minerals can only be exploited once. We therefore do 
everything possible to support their owners in ensuring 
that their assets are protected, that their full value is 
realised, and that their potential liabilities are minimised.

In the UK, the mineral extraction industry largely 
consists of surface extraction of minerals such as 
limestone, granite, coal, sand, gravel and clay. The 
waste management industry also often uses worked-out 
mineral extraction sites for landfill as an effective means 
of restoring them. 

We provide professional property management 
consultancy services for land and mineral owners to help 
them achieve the best possible results in connection 
with mineral extraction and waste disposal activity.  

We work for mineral owners to maximise the value of 
their assets, minimise potential liabilities, and ensure 
that the land from which minerals have been extracted is 
properly restored before it’s returned to them. 

We also act as agents for land and mineral owners - 
ensuring that the mineral operator complies with the 
terms of the lease, and accounts for the correct rent and 
royalties. 

Our clients include major landowners, public bodies, 
private individuals, property developers, mineral 

extraction and waste management companies - in 
fact anyone who owns or extracts minerals, or who is 
affected by mineral extraction.

They include:

• The Crown Estate
• The Church Commissioners
• Several Diocesan Boards
• The Forestry Commission
• The Coal Authority
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Why it’s important

The value we add

Our professional services provide a reliable link between 
those who own minerals and those who are looking to 
exploit them commercially. 

We ensure that our clients fully understand the nature 
of the transaction we negotiate on their behalf, and 
that their interests are fully protected throughout the 
agreement.  

Since mineral extraction is an unusual form of property 
transaction, our expertise provides our clients with the 
reassurance that they’re being advised by an experienced 
property professional with an in-depth knowledge of the 
industry.

Our mineral estate management team is highly 
experienced in identifying mineral resources, negotiating 
commercial agreements with mineral extraction 
companies, guiding mineral extraction projects through 
the planning process, and monitoring operations on 
behalf of mineral owners.

We ensure that our clients obtain the best value possible 
in any given transaction. Our depth of experience 
and breadth of knowledge allow us to negotiate the 
best possible terms and provide properly informed 
professional advice and management services.
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How are we different?

Our mineral surveying practice is one of the largest and 
longest-established in the UK. 

We also manage a greater area of mineral property than 
any other comparable UK firm. 

We stand out because of our breadth of expertise 
and our overriding commitment to helping our clients 
achieve the best possible results.

Our experience and track record 

We’ve been active in advising land and mineral owners 
for over 170 years, and are widely respected for our 
professional independent advice and services. 

Our depth of expertise is shown by our national 
coverage, local knowledge and many decades of 
experience dealing with both the commonly and more 
rarely extracted minerals.  

Our breadth of expertise is demonstrated in some 
unusual commissions such as the provision of expert 
evidence in litigation over the interpretation of a mineral 
reservation, or the provision of Competent Person’s 
Reports in connection with fundraising on the stock 
market.

In addition to our mainstream work in negotiating and 
managing the interests of mineral owners, we provide 
more specialised services such as valuations in disputed 
compulsory purchase transactions, the interpretation of 
mineral reservations, and compensation claims in respect 
of minerals sterilised by pipelines and other utilities.   

For examples of projects we’ve undertaken in this, and 
our other business areas and service areas, please visit our 
website at www.wardell-armstrong.com

Areas of expertise

• Mineral estate and lease management
• Negotiation of leases and option agreements
• Valuation of mineral and waste interests
• Compulsory purchase
• Identification of mineral resources
• Appraisal and feasibility
• Purchases and sales
• Interpretation of mineral reservations
• Mineral planning applications
• Competent Person’s Reports for fundraising on the 
London Stock Exchange
• CAD, topographic and mine survey



6 MINING, QUARRYING AND MINERAL ESTATES

Results

Our objective is always to facilitate the extraction of 
our clients’ minerals in a responsible and financially 
advantageous way, in order to provide essential raw 
materials for the economy and to help restore extraction 
sites for beneficial after-use. 

In addition to obtaining planning permission, this 
involves negotiation and facilitation between mineral 
owners, mineral operators and regulatory authorities. 

The outcome we always aim to achieve is a profitable 
business proposition for all our clients.

During 2008, we negotiated an option and lease for 
gravel extraction from land owned by a local authority in 
southern England. The authority will receive a substantial 
royalty income over a 2 year period from this asset.

We recently negotiated the sale of a limestone quarry in 
the Cotswolds which produced high quality vernacular 
building stone, for over £0.5 million.

We have identified mineral deposits around the country 
on land owned by a government department and, on 
behalf of our client, negotiated agreements with mineral 
operators to facilitate mineral extraction.

When a client was notified that his quarry was being 
closed, we managed to find an alternative tenant and 
re-let the property. This ensured a continuation of the 
income stream.

We’re regularly instructed to advise clients in connection 
with the calculation of compensation due for minerals 
sterilised by the presence of gas, water and fuel 
pipelines.

We regularly negotiate agreements on behalf of 
landowners in relation to opencast coal mining, 
particularly in Scotland. These agreements can be very 
worthwhile for landowners, with access payments for a 
medium sized opencast coal mine yielding several million 
pounds for the landowner.

In 2008 we assisted a client who had discovered 
he didn’t own the mineral beneath his land. As a 
result of our involvement, the landowner concluded 
arrangements with a mineral company which delivered 
a substantial 7 figure premium and the promise of future 
royalty income.

Typical projects

We’re involved in many aspects of the mineral extraction industry, providing mineral property advice at all stages of 
mineral extraction.

This extends from initial searching and negotiation of agreement and lease terms through to the planning process, 
the duration of the life of a mineral extraction site, and onto restoration.  

We’re also involved in compulsory purchases, mineral property disputes, and valuations for fundraising and taxation.
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STOKE-ON-TRENT
Sir Henry Doulton House
Forge Lane
Etruria
Stoke-on-Trent
ST1 5BD
Tel: +44 (0)845 111 7777

CARDIFF
22 Windsor Place
Cardiff
CF10 3BY
Tel: +44 (0)29 2072 9191

EDINBURGH
Suite 2/3, Great Michael House
14 Links Place
Edinburgh
EH6 7EZ
Tel: +44 (0)131 555 3311 

GREATER MANCHESTER
2 The Avenue
Leigh
Greater Manchester
WN7 1ES
Tel: +44 (0)1942 260101 

LIVERPOOL
14 Hurricane Drive
Estuary Business Park
Speke
Liverpool
L24 8RL
Tel: +44 (0)151 494 5431

LONDON
Sutherland House
5-6 Argyll Street
London
W1F 7TE
Tel: +44 (0)20 7287 2872

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
City Quadrant
11 Waterloo Square
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 4DP
Tel: +44 (0)191 232 0943

SHEFFIELD
Unit 4
Newton Business Centre
Newton Chambers Road
Thorncliffe Park
Chapeltown
Sheffield
S35 2PH
Tel: +44 (0)114 245 6244 

TRURO
Wheal Jane
Baldhu
Truro
Cornwall
TR3 6EH
Tel: +44 (0)1872 560738 

WEST BROMWICH
Thynne Court
Thynne Street
West Bromwich
West Midlands
B70 6PH
Tel: +44 (0)121 580 0909

International offices:

ALMATY
Office 515
43 Dostyk Avenue
Almaty
Kazakhstan
050010
Tel: +77 273341310

BEIJING
1321 Golden Land Building
No. 32 Lian Ma Qiao Road
Chaoyang District
Beijing
China
Tel: +86 (0)10 64 64 6118


